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Raider Profiles 
#45 LEON MANNING, Center, Junior, 6-6, 210, lndl•n•polla, lndl•n• 

. (NorthWeat} ... A physical player nicknamed "Brahma Bull" who has an 

excellent scoring touch inside. Hitting nearly 60 percent from the field on the 

season. A strong rebounder. Scored 18 points in the first win over St. Joe's 
Provides Underhill excellent inside depth. Averages five rebounds per 
contest. 
Seuon G FG Pct. FT pct. Ast. Rba. Avg. Pia. Avg. 
1979-80 24 77-131 .588 35-47 .532 23 107 4.5 179 7.9 
#20 KEITH MILLER, Gu•rd, Junior, 6·2, 180, Loulavllle, Kentucky 
(lroquola) ... Was high school and junior college teammate of Rodney 
Benson. A quick guard with outstanding leaping ability. An important member 
of Wright State's excellent guard corps. Filled in well at point guard when 
Crowe was sidelined. Htt a season-high 17 points against Heidelberg. 
S..aon G FG Pct. FT Pct. Ast. Rba. Avg. Pia. Avg. 
1979-80 23 44-84 .524 33-46 . 717 32 37 1.6 121 5.3 
#35 CLAY PICKERING, Forward, Freshman, 6-5, 205, Akron (Hoban) ... 
Was highly-recruited before selecting Wright State. A tremendous jumper who 
had his best game against Armstrong State when he sparked the Raiders with 
a 13-point, 10-rebound performance after coming off the bench. Hit a 
season-high 17 points against Marion. A physical player with good inside 
moves. 
SMaon G FG Pct. FT Pct. Ast. Rba. Avg. Pia. Avg. 
1979-80 22 41-58 .707 25-41 .610 6 57 2.6 107 4.9 
#44 ROMAN WELCH, Forward, Junior, 6-6, 205, Ft. Lauderdale, Florlda 
(Plentetlon) .. . Has led the Raiders in scoring all season. Scored a season­
high of 32 points against Wayne State. Also leads club in rebounding, pulling 
down almost nine 'bounds per game. A strong inside player with a good 
outside shooting touch. A tough one-on-one player. Transfer from Broward 
Community College in Florida. 
Seuon G FG Pct. FT Pct. Ast. Rba. Avg. Pia. Avg. 
1979-80 24 191-336 .568 42-81 .531 44 202 8.4 425 17.7 
#30 BILL WILSON, Guard, SenlOr, 6-2, 180, Columbus (Eastmoor) .. . A 
tough competitor with good quickness. A streak shooter averaging over 11 
points per outing. Team assist leader who should establish new school assist 
mark before season ends. Hit season-high 24 points in the Raiders' second 
win over St. Joseph's. His inspired play can quickly lift the entire team. Fine 
defensive player. He became seventh player to score 1,000 points. 
S..eon G FG Pct. FT Pct. Ast. Rba. Avg. Pta. Avg. 
1976-77 26 53-139 .381 33-44 .750 30 42 1.6 139 5.3 
1977-78 27 125-268 .466 47-59 .797 68 59 2.2 297 11.0 
1978-79 28 108-244 .443 72-87 .828 92 61 2.2 288 10.3 
1979-80 25 114-228 .500 57-81 .704 121 67 2.7 285 11.4 
Career 106 400-879 .455 209-272 .768 311 229 2.21,009 9.5 
#32 MIKE ZIMMERMAN, Gu•rd, JunlOr, 6-1, 170, Kettertng (Alter) . . . "Z" 
has experienced some ups and downs this season but one of the ups was a 
14-point performance against Heidelberg when he brought the crowd to life 
with his long-range bombs. A good defensive guard on a team with excellent 
depth at that position. Capable of coming off the bench and providing needed 
firepower. 
Season G FG Pct. FT Pct. Ast. Rba. Avg. Pia. Avg. 
1977-78 23 24-60 .400 20-35 .629 49 24 1.0 70 3.0 
1978-79 28 46-115 .400 13-25 .520 32 37 1.3 105 3.8 
1979-80 19 30-72 .417 10-22 .455 31 21 1.1 70 3.7 
Career 70 100-247 .405 45-82 .549 112 82 1.2 245 3.5 
(1979-80 totals do not include Missouri-St. Louis game.) 
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Left to right: Jim Brown, Ralph Underhill, Bob Grote. 
l 
Leading Wright State to its third NCAA tournament is head coach 
Ralph Underhill and his assistants, Jim Brown and Bob Grote . 
Underhill is in his second year at the helm after spending six years as 
an assistant at Tennessee-Chattanooga. 
Underhill was instrumental in leading UT-Chattanooga to the NCAA 
Division II national championship in 1976-77 with a 23-5 record. That 
came on the heels of a runnerup team in 1975-76 which finished with a 
23-9 record. 
A graduate of Tennessee Tech and Western Kentucky, Ralph spent 
one year as the head coach at Louisville Manual High School after a 
highly-successful stint as head coach at Ohio County High School in 
Kentucky. 
I 
While at Ohio County, Underhill led the team to a 126-30 record from 
1965-71 and finished as the state runnerup in 1968-69. His team at 
Manual High School f inished with a 24-6 record and advanced to the 
state tournament. 
A member of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes since his days at 
Tennessee Tech, Underhill has earned numerous coaching honors 
since his first job in 1965. He was the Western Kentucky High School 
Coach of the Year in 1969 and the Louisville Quarterback Club High 
School Coach of the Year in 1972. 
Underhill led the Raiders to a runnerup finish in the NCAA Division II 
Great Lakes Regional Tournament in his first season. The Raiders 
tied a school record with 20 victories and won their first round NCAA. 
game against Northern Michigan. A late second half comeback fell 
short in the championship game as WSU fell to St. Joseph's, 72-68. 
Assisting Underhill in his second year at Wright State is associate 
coach Jim Brown who is starting his seventh year at Wright State. A 
graduate of the University of Dayton, Brown came to Wright State in 
1970 after a tour of duty in the Army. Among the duties assigned to 
Brown this season is the coordination of academic standing of the 
varsity players and coordinating the recruiting for the staff . 
Joining Wright State as a part-time coach last year is former WSU 
all -American Bob Grote. The Cincinnati-native is currently a member 
of the New York Mets organization in professional baseball. While at 
Wright State, Grote lettered four times each in basketball and baseball 
and finished his career as the second all-time leading scorer. 
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Raider Seniors (Left to right) Joe Fitzpatrick, Coach Ralph Underhill, 
Bill Wilson; (sitting) Steve Hartings . 
Location: Dayton, Ohio (city population, 205,986: 
metropolitan area population, 835,708) 
Wright State University Roster 
Enrollment: 14,735 
Founded: 1964: independent university status, 1967 
Conference: NCAA Division II, independent No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Class Hometown (High School) 
Field House: Physical Education Building, capacity, 2500 
UDArena, capacity, 13,548 
24 Benson Rodney F 6-6 195 20 Jr. Louisville, Ky. (Iroquois) 
School Colors: Hunter Green and Gold 25 Bragg, Jeff"* F-G 6-5 180 20 Jr. Marion, Ind. 
Nickname: Raiders 
34 Crowe, Eddie** G 6-1 170 20 Jr. Carlisle 
40 Fitzpatrick, Joe•• F-C 6-6 200 21 Sr. Cincinnati (Mt. Healthy) 
Raiders Take Aim at NCAA 
When Wright State basketball coach Ralph Underhill was hired be­
fore the 1976-79 season, he set his sights on putting together a team 
which could challenge for a Division II championship in three years. 
What the former UT-Chattanooga assistant has done is to take the 




































Maria Stein (Marion Local) 
Greenville 
Indianapolis, Ind. (Northwest) 
Louisville, Ky. (Iroquois) 
Akron (Hoban) 
victories. 44 Welch, Roman F 6-6 205 21 Jr. Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. (South Plantation) 
Faced with the loss of three seniors from last year, Underhill hit the 
recruiting trail with the emphasis on rebounding forwards. That 
meant putting together a team which has two new players in the 
starting five and several others on the bench. One possible problem 



















Most of those fears quickly disappeared as the Raiders tore off a 
record-breaking 1 O straight wins to open the season. Included in that 
streak was a big 83-68 win at Miami and a 99-85 victory over 
Armstrong State, the pre-season favorite in Division II. 
Holzapfel (HOLE-sapple) 
It quickly became apparent that the addition of juniors Roman Welch 
and Rodney Benson to the starting lineup gave Underhill the re­
bounding strength he was seeking. For instance, the Raiders com­
pletely controlled the backboards against Division I Miami, hauling 
down 56 rebounds to just 38 for the host-Redskins. 
Both Welch and Benson tied school records with 19 rebounds in one 
game. Both players have consistently been shooting above 57 per­
cent from the field, making both bona fide all-America candidates. 
Welch's best game was against Wayne State, when he scored 32 
points and pulled down 19 rebounds. Benson scored 20 points and 
came away with 19 rebounds against Miami. 
The hub in the middle has been senior Steve Hartings, who has not 
been flashy but has been consistent all season long. The 6-8 center 
is having his best season, averaging 9.4 points and 5.9 rebounds 
per game while shooting nearly 50 percent from the field. 


































































Despite the strength of the front line players, it has been the guards' 
ability to get the ball inside that has resulted in nearly 90 points a 
game. The combination of Eddie Crowe and Bill Wilson, who have 
started for almost two years, has averaged over 20 points and ac­
counted for almost 200 assists this season. When Crowe sprained 






















































































Perhaps the biggest strength this season has been players off the 
bench. There is Leon Manning scoring almost eight points a game, or 
Keith Miller along with Mike Zimmerman at guard. The forwards are 








































"With our style of pressing defenses, we use 10 players in most of 
the games," said Underhill. "It is very important to have players doing 
well off the bench. There are many times when our subs end up 
playing more than the starters, depending on the game situation." 
Ten players have scored in double figures at least once during the 
season, which indicates the depth. This has been the highest-scoring 
and best-shooting team in Wright State history. The team already 















































#24 RODNEY BENSON, Forward, Junior, ..... 195,. Loulavllle, Kentucky 
(koquole) . .. Junior college transfer from Cleveland State Junior College in 
Tennessee. Averages 16 points per contest and six rebounds per game. A 
consistent player who hit his season high of 28 points in WSU's fi rst win CNer 
Northern Kentucky. Hitting 57 percent from the field and 71 percent from the 
foul line. A smooth lefthander with a soft shooting touch. 
Seeeon G FG Pct. FT Pct. Aet. Rba. Avg. Pte. Avg. 
1979-80 25 161-282 .571 74-104 .712 37 157 6.3 396 15.8 
#25 JEFF BRAGG, Forwerd, Junior, &-5, 180, Merion, lndlane . . . Got off to 
a slow start but has come into his own over the last half of the season. A good 
outside shooter and strong rebounder who provides spark coming off the 
bench. Scored a season-high 14 points against Elmhurst with a 5-6 per­
formance from the field and a 4-4 night from the foul line. A hustler who also 
can play guard. 
Seaeon G FG Pct. FT Pct. Aet. Rba. Avg. Pte. Avg. 
1977-78 23 14-35 .400 11-15 .733 9 22 1.0 22 1.7 
1978-79 23 53-99 .535 24-35 .686 21 58 2.5 130 5.7 
1979-80 24 42-84 .500 21-25 .840 33 41 1.7 105 4.4 
Career 70 109-218 .500 56-75 .747 63 121 1.7 274 3.9 
#34 EDDIE CROWE, Guard, Junior, &-1, 170, Carllele . . . The quarterback 
of the Raiders. A point guard with excellent ball-handling ability. Averages 
about 10 points per game while running the Wright State offense. Missed two 
games due to an ankle injury but appears to be near top form again. Scored a 
season-high of 21 points in the win over Otterbein. Second on the team in 
assists. A steady performer. 
S-80!1 G FG Pct. FT Pct. Aet. Rbe. Avg. Pla. Avg. 
1977-78 27 96-190 .505 33-47 .702 120 57 2.1 225 8.3 
1978-79 25 118-246 .480 81-98 .827 109 67 2.2 317 12.7 
1979-80 23 85-174 .489 64-80 .BOO 76 59 2.6 234 10.2 
Career 75 299-610 .490 178-225 .791 305 183 2.4 776 10.3 
#40 JOE FITZPATRICK, Forward, Senior, &-8, 200, Cincinnati (Mount 
H•lthY) . .. Strong rebounder who saw action in about half of the Raider 
games. Scored six points in the first win over St. Joseph's. Hoping to regain 
1979 tournament form when he led the Raider comeback in the regional finals 
against St. Joe's. 
Season G FG Pct. FT Pct. Aet. Rba. Avg. Pta. Avg. 
1976-77 16 17-42 .405 6-21 .286 1 37 2.3 40 2.5 
1977-78 27 71-149 .477 37-61 .607 11 163 6.0 179 6.6 
1978-79 9 9-18 .500 6-9 .667 3 23 2.6 24 2.7 
1979-80 13 8-18 .444 7-9 .778 1 25 1.9 23 1.8 
Career 65 1 05-227 .463 56-100 .560 16 248 3.8 266 4.1 
#42 STEVE HARTINGS, Center, Senior, e-8, 200, Marla Stein (Merion 
Local) . .. An aggressive big man with a good outside shooting touch. Aver­
ages over nine points and six rebounds per game with season highs of 19 
points against Bellarmine at home and 12 rebounds against Indiana Central 
on the road. Will earn his third WSU letter after transferring from Kent State 
University. Earned all-Ohio honors his senior year at Marion Local and was 
named Class A Player-of-the-Year. 
Seeeon G FG Pct. FT Pct. Aet. Rbe. Avg. Pta. Avg. 
1977-78 24 65-153 .425 27-48 .563 24 128 5.3 157 6.5 
1978-79 26 87-173 .503 51-77 .662 28 119 4.6 225 8.7 
1979-80 25 98-200 .490 39-59 .661 66 149 6.0 235 9.4 
Career 75 250-526 .475 117-184 .636 118 396 5.3 61 7 8.2 
#23 TOM HOLZAPFEL, Forward, Sophomore, M, 185, G...envllle .. . An 
excellent outside shooter who can play guard or forward. Season high was six 
points in the win over Heidelberg. Was an all-state selection his senior year at 
Greenville and led the Green Wave in scoring with a 27 points per game 
average. 
Seeeon G FG Pct. FT Pct. Aet. Rba. Avg. Pte. Avg. 
1978-79 11 23-43 .535 3-4 .750 7 16 1.5 49 4.5 
1979-80 14 11-29 .379 1-3 .333 10 18 1.3 23 1.6 
Career 25 34-72 .472 4-7 .571 17 34 1.4 72 2.9 
